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Jacksonvi l le  High School  

 

Welcome Back and Thank You 

Welcome back Mrs. Waterstraat! Mrs. Waterstraat, 
sophomore counselor for current sophomores and freshman 
Q– Z,  has been gone on maternity leave with her new son, 
Marshall Robert Waterstraat. Marshall was born October 17, 
2017 at 9:47 p.m. to the proud parents of Aaron and Megan 
Waterstraat.   He weighed 7 lbs. 8 ounces and was 21 and ¼ 
inches long. 

In her absence, Mrs. Barb Fishback, a former JHS counselor 
now retired, filled in and worked in her place. We here in 
Student Services thank Mrs. Fishback for all of her hard 
work and dedication to both students and staff.   

 

 

 

 

January 2018  

Events 

 Students return Jan. 4 

 MAP Testing in   
English Week of Jan. 
8 

 No school Jan. 15 

 MAP Testing in Math 
Week of Jan. 16 

 JHS Eighth Grade 
Open House Jan. 25 

 SIP Day Jan. 31 
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JHS New Year Resolution 

 

What is a New Year resolution? Why do others ponder and pledge to make a 
change in the New Year?  Many people vow to lose weight, eat healthier, stop 
a bad habit, donate more time to charity, get out of debt, or countless others.   

The basic idea is that one would look back at the past year and think about 
what changes could or should be made in his or her life to make this year a 
better or more rewarding year. He or she 
sets a goal and strives to meet that goal by 
the end of the New Year. It is essentially a 
new beginning.   

 

Students have to opportunity to wipe the 
“slate clean” and start over with their se-
mester grades. There are many goals that a 
student at JHS could set in the New Year. 
First, students could strive to earn all C’s 
and above.  Second, students could strive 
to attend school every day that he or she is not running a temperature or conta-
gious to be here at school.  Third, students could make a goal not to receive a 
TMR, ODR or any other disciplinary action.  Lastly, students could set a goal 
of creating an atmosphere of kindness. 

 

The Listening to Youth Student Advisory Board (LTY) and Crimson Courage 
(SADD chapter – which stands for Students Against Destructive Decisions) af-
ter being surveyed found kindness to be their number one area of concentra-
tion for the goal of JHS staff and students. Kindness does matter. It counts in 
our school, home and community culture.  An ounce of kindness can go a very 
long way. In observation, we are not a group of unkind individuals existing in 
a public institution together.  

 

We are a society of people on the fast track.  Everyone is super busy, stressed 
out, and feeling a bit of anxiousness trying to “get it all done”.  Therefore, we 
do not take the time to stop and spread a little kindness along the way.  We 
don’t notice the sadness or unhappiness or anger in others until it is profound.   
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So, how can we make a difference?  LTY and Crimson Courage are sug-
gesting that we start the New Year with the resolution to take the Great 
Kindness Challenge and make a difference in not only the lives of others 
but also in your own personal life.  We are challenging you to perform as 
many acts of kindness as you can during the month of January.   

The Great Kindness Challenge is a nationwide program to promote global 
peace.  Every day you will be given a challenge (or you can simply create 
your own kindness act).  Research shows that after thirty days of a routine 
behavior it becomes a habit.  The goal is to create the healthy habit of a 

kindness culture.   

There are lots of simple no cost acts of kindness.  For example, smiling at 
people, complimenting people, holding the door for others, greeting others, 
saying thank you and you are welcome.  The list goes on and on.  These 

simple acts can make others feel valued, connected, and appreciated.  
Kindness can make a difference in the way you feel about yourself, others, 
and your school/community.   

JHS make the New Year’s resolution to take the Great Kindness Challenge!  
Best wishes for a Happy New Year! 
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COURSE SELECTION FOR 2018-2019 
 
On December 8, in classes, teachers previewed possible next steps and be-
gan the process of conversing one-on-one with students to help them dis-
cern which courses to select for next year. Also on that date, students were 
given color-coded copies of the Course Planning Sheets.   
 
After your sheet is completed and signed by a parent or guardian, please 
return it to the Student Services office between January 4-11--but only after 
you have entered your intended future courses into Skyward.  Remember: 
only student passwords will allow you access to select courses in Sky-
ward.   
 
The sooner you enter your future classes in 
Skyward and turn in your Course Selection 
sheet, the sooner your school counselor will 
call you in to discuss your selec-
tions.  Here’s to your future! 
 
 
 
A Note for Rising Ninth-Graders: our school counselors look forward 
to visiting Jacksonville Middle School on January 24, the day before all 
current eighth-graders and families are encouraged to attend the JHS Open 
House, scheduled for Thursday, January 25 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
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We are Jacksonville 
High School, a commu-
nity of learners who    
develop college and    
career ready individuals. 

 

Timothy Chipman 

tchipman@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2139 

Assistant Principal 

Sherri McLaughlin 

smclaughlin@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2242 

Class of 2018 

Freshmen H-P 

Saumil Thakkar 

sthakkar@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2241 

Class of 2019 

Freshmen A-G  

Megan Waterstraat 

mwaterstraat@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2240 

Class of 2020 

Freshmen Q-Z 

Cindy Weger, RN 

cweger@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2244 

School Nurse 

Joe O’Neil  

joneil@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2239 

Special Education Services 

Melissa Suttles 

msuttles@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2243 

Student Services Secretary 

Morgan Suttles 

jhsstudentworker@gmail.com 

Student Worker 

Class of 2018 

 

Student Services 
Department 

Toy Donations Bring Joy to Local Children 
 

Thank you does not accurately express the joy of a child 
on Christmas morning when he or she receives the toy 
that you donated.  You will not have the opportunity to 
witness this first hand.  You will only have to imagine 
that sweet image in your mind and hopefully that will put 
a smile on your face and bring joy to your own heart dur-
ing this holiday season.   

Crimson Courage would like to take this opportunity to 
say “thank you” to all who donated toys for our Toys for 
Tots collection. Happy New Year! 

 


